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Welcome!

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspira
you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burnin
Is affecting your health and your home environment.

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that
send an email te.brandie@sympatico.¢a be added to the mailing list.

Mission Statement

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of  hazardous air
pollution that affects our health, u  se of our property, water,
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change. We
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to

call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes
and to ban all wood burning. o6
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Woodsmoke

http://woodsmoke.3sc.net/cancer

Woodsmoke is not just an outdoor proble m. The particles are very
small, ranging from .2 microns at the start of the burn period to .05
microns as the burn cycle progresses. Particles of this size behave
like gases. The only way to keep them of houses out is to make our
homes airtight and risk d ying from lack of oxygen. When emitted on
cold, still nights, woodsmoke builds up outdoors and then seeps

Into our houses. A study in Vancouver (Intake Fraction of Urban
Wood Smoke, Ries et al.. Envir Sci Tech, 2009) reported that
woodsmoke particles are 7 times more likely to be breathed into
our lungs than the average PM2.5 particle in Vancouver's air.

Once breathed in, woodsmoke particles are much more dangerous
than environmental tobacco smoke. Organic extracts of ambient
particulate matter containing  substantial quantities of woodsmoke
were found to be 30 - fold more potent than extracts of cigarette
smoke condensate in a mouse skin tumour induction assay. In
human cell lines, woodsmoke caused more DNA damage than
traffic -generated PM per unit mass and was found to induce lung
cancer in mice. Oncogene mutations in human patients with
advanced non -small cell lung cancer have been associated with
exposure to wood smoke as well as active tobacco smoking.

Woodsmoke contains several known human carcinogens, including
benzene, benzo[a]pyrene and formaldehyde. Burning 1 kg of
wood in a modern heater produces more benzo[a]pyrene than in
the smoke from 27,000 cigarettes and more benzene and
formaldehyde than in the smoke of 6,000 cigarettes.

Predominant wood (f uel) users in North America and Europe had
a 21% higher risk of lung cancer. In developing countries,
exposure to woodsmoke is associated with lung, mouth and throat
cancers, and even cervical cancers in women who test positive
for the HPV virus.
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In OECD countries, lung cancer increases by 14% for every
additional 10 ug/m3 of annual PM2.5 exposure. It is the largest
single-source of PM2.5 emissions in most Australian cities - 67% of
PM2.5 emissions in Canberra (where 3.9% of households have
woodheater s) and 34% in Sydney (where 4.3% use wood as the
main form of heating). The situation is similar in Canada, e.g.
Quebec, where wood heating is responsible for 61% of fine
particle emanations.

Based on the estimated 14% increase in lung cancers per 10
ug/m 3 of annual PM2.5 exposure and the high proportion of
PM2.5 from woodsmoke, the number of cancers from woodsmoke
Is likely to rival or perhaps exceed the number from ETS. Thanks
to the excellent work of all cancer councils, most people are able
to avoid ex posure to ETS at work and in restaurants, so
population exposure to this toxin is probably less than exposure
to woodsmoke, which has been shown to cause many more
cancers per unit of exposure than ETS.

Dr Dorothy L Robinson,
Snr Research Scientist,
Adj A/ Prof, University of New England.

Please see the research documentation and even more important
information at : Cancer

Click HEREto download the "Published Literature on Woodsmoke and
Cancer".
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Biomass Bandwagon

British Columbia seems politically directed towards burning
biomass, obviously because of resources and beetle kill. Someone
gets the idea that as long as burning is efficient that it is OK. It
seems reasonable and more of us jump on this bandwagon as we
hear about it.

But burning is a tweedged sword and is bad both ways. With

more oxygen and scalled efficient burning, the products go

mostly to gases and leads to global warming. With less oxygen and
so-called inefficient burning, the products go mosdysmall

particles and leads to health issues. That sword cuts both ways so
get rid of the sword!

In my opinion the best solution is to stop burning. Individuals
should stop burning biomass anywhere and at anytime.
Communities should also stop burning aely only on natural gas
for the immediate future and ultimately only on electricity in the
future. Use of electricity prevents local health problems.

Let any wood waste slowly rot into soil and thus slow down the
carbon dioxide problem. Get off the biossaburning bandwagon
and resist those who promote it.

Vic Steblin is a retired science teacher from Prince Gedgewho is
concerned about air quality
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Protect your family from the health effects of smoke
Smoke is a respiratory irritant!

While health officials are starting to urge protection against wildfire smoke,

we have the equivalent of wildfires every night and day in our residential
neighborhood$ we need protection too, because recreational wood burning

IS more prevalent, and just as destive, as wildfires. It is also ruining our

health and the ability to use and enjoy our property.

We must remind our city governments
barriero to the use and enjoyment of
sidavalks, according to the Americans with Disabilities (ADD) guidelines.

Symptoms:
1 Burning eyes
9 Nasal irritation which sometimes can lead to bleeding or nasal ulcers
1 Sore or scratchy throat
1 Aggravation of asthma and other lung conditions
1 Some peoplexperience dizziness or nausea when exposed to smoke
1 Some have experienced a tightness in their chest or chest pains which

often leads to a hospital visit
Suggestions:

1 Keep an eye on your local air quality reports through news coverage
or online.

1 If you see smoke, avoid outdoor activities. It is especially dangerous
for children and people with existing medical conditions.

1 If there are burning bylaws in your area, call to report the burning to
have it ended.

1 Run your air conditioner with the fresh airake closed so as not to

bring in the smoke from outdoors.

Stay indoors if at all possible with your windows closed.

Be sure to take any medications that your doctor has prescribed for

existing medical conditions and call your doctor if your symptoms

contirue.

1 Do not add to the pollution that gets into your house by smoking,
using your fireplace (gas or wood) and do not vacuum as that stirs up
the particles that have got inside your home.

= =
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Residential Wood Smoke Pollution is a burning
Issue...

Whether it isfrom a forest fire, agriculturlburn, fire pit, backyard burning
or residential wood burning applianadd or new, they all have one thing in
common, they all emit toxic emissioriske cigarette smoke, residential
wood smoke contains hundreds of dangseoupollutants, gases and fine
particulates

that can cause cancer and otbetious health problems such as: blood
clots, heart attacks, strokes, lung disd&kseasthma, emphysema,
pneumonia,

and bronchitis; irritation of the lungtroat, sinuses areles; headaches;
allergenicreactions; increased hospitaimissions and even premature
death.

The particles in wood smoke are temall to be filtered by the nose and
upper

respiratory system, so they wind up déefhe lungs and act as vectors for
baderia,toxins and virus. Wood smokensore than a nuisance, wood
smoke is

chemically active in the body 40 timksger than cigarette smoke.

Wood smoke contains hundredsdaingerous air pollutants and gases such
as:

Particulate Matter 2.5

Carbon monoxie,

Sulfur dioxide,

Nitrogen oxides,

PAHSs (Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons)
VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds)
Dioxins,

Furans,

Benzene,

Lead,

Cadmium,

Arsenic,

and many other harmful substances.
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Most people do not report woathoke pollution instead thespffer in
silence thinking that it is only a nuisanuet realizing that it is a severe
healthhazard. Residential Wood Smoke Pollut{&WSP) makes people
sick and killsmany.
The American Environment Protectidgency estimates that the lifetime
cancerrisk from wood smoke is 12 timggeater than that from an equal
volume of
second hand cigarette smoke. (Hwalth Effects of Wood Smoke,
Washington

State Department of Ecologygtudies show that people who htadir
homes with wood have more respirgtprr obl ems t han t hose

Smoke particles also invade neighbourmmgnes. Research shows that
childrenin wood burning neighbourhoods arere likely to have lung and
breathingproblems. (From Focus on Wood Smdkalution- Washington
State Depament

Of Ecology)

Is it not time to take this chronisevere form of Air Pollution seriousind
protect the health of everyone? Whyit that all levels of government have
chosen not to inform the public abdhis deadly form of Air Pollution?

Burning isan option... breathing is not!
Vicki Morell, Director of the British Columbia
Chapter of the Canadian Clean Air Alliance

Vicki Morell Vancouver BC, Canada
Director of the British Columbia Chapter
of theCanadian Clean Air Alliance
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca
http://coalitionagainstwoodburning.com
"A breath of fresh air for all generations”
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| t ise to Speak Out

There are many people dealing with residential wood spveéing and

hoping that something someone says or does will solve their own problem. It
could happen but igery unlikely.

Taking a wait and see stance only prolongs the issue. Time goes by so
quickly and before you know it there will be smoke billowimguand your
property and into your house agasome are dealing with it yeaound!

| know there are hundreds of people that could help to speed up the process
of getting nuisance bylaws into place in thmmmunities if they choose to.

Here aremy suggestiosi

1 Start now to take dated photos of the smoke. When you have what you
feel is significant proof that you are being doused in smoke, take these
photos to your town council and ask that they investigate the problem
and speak with the neighb&ncourage other neighbors to join with
you. Also, ask that a nuisance bylaw for smoke be created.

T Call the nearest | arge newspaper
Il nterestd6 story on how your neigh
life of you and your fanily.

1 Publish letters to the editor in as many newspapers as you can to get
the wood smoke issue out to those who have no idea of the horror you
are living with. Keep these letters to the nuisance of wood smoke but
dondt use your neighbords name or

Send me your personal stories to publish in upcoming issues of this
newsletter. The newsletter goes out to many who are in the position to help
if we can convince them how truly significant the issue of residential wood
burning is and how it is affectyithe lives of sanany who have no way to

end it without their help.

Unless we band together and work diligently at this there will be prolonged
misery and despair. There is no time to hold back waiting for some magic to
occur.We need to create the magic.

Make a decision now to make it your goal to get a nuisance bylaw in place
in your neighborhood.

Shirley

an
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Newsworthy Links

May 24,2011 -Court bl ocks sale of Outdoor

ALBANY

Excerpt:

The state Supreme Court of the State of New York has granted a

preliminary injunction in a ca se brought against the stat
Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) by public health and

environmental organizations last week.

rrrrrrrrrr
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The popular technique of baking pizza irwood burning stoves could be
harmful to your oral health.

Excerpt:

The smoke from wood burning stoves can cause people to have two to three
times the risk of mouth and throat cancers, according tmtamational
Journal of Epidemiology

rrrrrrrrrrr
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June 02,2011 EPA pl ans to crack down oné.

Excerpt:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is preparing regulations meant
to tighten emissins limits for new residential wood heaters. For the first
time, these regulations will cover pellet stoves and outdoor boilers

(@)



http://www.northcountrygazette.org/2011/05/24/court-blocks-sale-of-outdoor-wood-boilers/
http://www.bowtraildental.com/dental-trivia.html
http://www.bowtraildental.com/dental-trivia.html
http://www.pressherald.com/news/epa-plans-to-crack-down-on-wood-smoke-emissions_2011-05-29.html
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June 06,2011l s burning wood for heat reall

Synopsis:

An interesting discussion about the drawbacks of heating with wood. Be
sure to read the comment section and adudt yoice to the discussion.

Feb 09,2011 Br ut al winters may becomeé

Synopsis:

A frightening discussion of how climate change is beginninuett up our
summers, give us even more snowy and cold winters and cause devastating
weather conditions.

Benzene in Wood Smoké Benzene causes cancer!
EXCERPT:

Another source of exposure to benzene for the general population is the use
of domestic wood stoves

A library of city ordinances - This site has a library of city ordinances
across the U.S.
(click on your state for a list of towns)

If your townis not listed, click on link:"View and search ALL codes in

June 13,2011 Ari zona wildfires: how they a

 f


http://www.treehugger.com/files/2011/06/is-burning-wood-for-heat-really-green.php
http://www.silive.com/news/index.ssf/2011/02/brutal_winters_may_be_the_norm.html
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp3-c6.pdf
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp3-c6.pdf
http://www.amlegal.com/library/
http://www.amlegal.com/library/
http://www.abc15.com/dpp/news/health/arizona-wildfires%3A-how-they-affect-your-health
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Air pollutant contributions from
three spatial scales

Ct0t3| - C::-};.-‘{‘i-frz *

Not routinely measured or managed

Hotspots
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Legal firms that offer help

**Note to any legal firm that can provide help with residential wood
smoke issues and wishes to add their name to this page.**

Please emaiBhirley with your state/province, name of firm, who to
contact (email address & telephone)

NOTICE of FLORIDA and KENTUCKY ATTORNEY WILLING TO CONSIDER
WOOD SMOKE CASES, perhaps on a contingency.

Attorney Sherri Myers is a Florida attorney who is also licedse practice in
Kentucky and in 2 federal court&he specializes in the rights of persons with
disabilities, many of whom may be protected under the Americans with Disabilities
(ADA, the civil rights law that is intended to ensure that citizens dighbilities such as
asthma, for exampl e, have fiaccesso tdg
sidewalks. A federal court in northern lowa ordered the town of Mallard, lowa, to
disallow wood and leaf burning, because the smoke presented aapbgsiter to a
small child with severe asthma, making her unable to use city streets and sidewalk

Sherri is interested in legal issues that impact persons with multiple chemical sensi
and other environmental illnesseShe also serves on theri3acola City Council and in
that role is working to influence governmental policies on environmental issues. Sh
the Advocacy Coordinator for the Center for Independent Living Disability Resourc
Center. Sherri lives in Pensacola, which is locatedhea panhandle of FloridaContact
her atsfmada@aol.com Phone(850) 484-0902
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CO Level Action CO Level Action

i-4ppm  Normal levels in human tissues produced by S0ppm  US OSHA recommended 8 hour maximum
2 workplace exposure

Maximum NCI level for Unvented appliances
3-7ppm 6% increase in the rate of admission in ke

hospitals of non-elderly for asthma. 70ppm  1st Alarm level of UL2034 approved CO

(Sheppard-1999) Alarms- 2-4 hours
5-6ppm Slgmﬁcantnskof low birth rate if exposed 3rd Alarm level for NSI 3000 - 30 seconds
during last trimester (Ritz & Yu-1999) NSI 3000 Low Level Monitor cannot be silenced

by reset button
100ppm  Maximum NCI CO level during run cycle in all
vented appliances(stable)
Maximum NCI CO for all oil appliances
200ppm  First listed level(established in 1930) healthy
adults will have symptoms-headaches, nausea

gl O el SO Foiind edvithe vN;)OSH&OSHA.recommendevacuauonof

significant increase in heart disease deaths and 3 ) ) :

hospital admissions for congestive heart failure. Maximum "Air Free” CO for vented water
(JAMA, Penny) heater and unvented heaters (ANSI Z21)
Ist ambient level occupants should be UL approved alarms must sound between
notified-NCI Protocol 30 — 60 minutes(NSI 3000 — 30 seconds)

400ppm  Healthy adults will have headaches within 1-2
hours. Life threatening after 3 hours

Maximum “Air Free” CO in all vented
heating appliances (ANSI Z21)

Maximum EPA levels for industrial flue exhaust

2 y 5 UL Alarms must alarm within 15 minutes
25ppm  Maximum allowable in a Parking Garage (NSI 3000 — 30 nds)

(International Mechanical Code)

Maximum recommended light-off CO for all

27ppm appliances — NCI (except oil)
800ppm  Healthy adults will have nausea, dizziness,
30ppm  Earliest onset of exercise induced angina convulsions within 45 minutes. Unconscious
(World Health Organization) within 2 hours then Death(established in 1930)
1st visual display on UL2034 approved CO Maximum “Air Free” CO for unvented gas ovens
Alarm-Must not alarm before 30 days (ANSI Z21)

800ppm+ Death in less than one hour

Y .

All burning results in very fine micro particulates and there is no safe level
of this asbestos sized, dangerous air pollutant. Solid fuels, such as pellets
and especially wood, produce more smoke and emit more fine particulate
air pollutants than cleaner fuels such as gas and electricity.




Bvlaws & Bans

**| am beginning to compile a list of municipalities that are
acting on wood smoke emissions. Pleasend me a linkto any
that you find to be added to the list.**

Golden, BRITISH COLUMBIA - passed a bylaw prohibiting the
installation of any solid fuel burning appliance (Bylaw # 1150)

Hampstead, QUEBEC- banned all new installations of wood stoves and
ordered existingwood stoves to be removed within 7 years. (Bylaw # 729

Montreal, QUEBEC (Apr. 29/2009)- no further installation of any wood
burning stoves or fireplaces

Suffolk, NEW JERSEY - bans all OWBs within 1000 feet of another house

Stillwater, MINNESOTA - bansall wood burning or boiling stoves-
existing and future (March 11, 2010)

Pleasant Prairie, WISCONSIN- bans all new outdoor wood furnaces and
wood bollers

Savage City, MINNESOTA - prohibits outdoor wood boilers (OWBS)
Burnsville, MINNESOTA - banned OWBsDecember 2008
New Prague, MINNESOTA - total ban on OWBs

Grand Forks, BRITISH COLUMBIA -The byl aw states t ha
shall create a nuisance using a wood burning appliance in such a way as to
disturb the health and comfort of two or more persons fromseparate

dwel l ings. 0 Enforcement would be comp
to $500.

Houston, BRITISH COLUMBIA - requires uncertified appliances to be
removed by 2010
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St. Thomas, ONTARIO - prohibits the use of outdoor fireplaces including
wood boilers and chimeneas

Sarnia, ONTARIO - has set stringent restrictions on setback distances for
outdoor boiler operations from the nearest dwellings and property lines

Nation, ONTARIO - outdoor wood boiler specifications have been set
which include minimum lot sizes, distance from property lines and
distances from property buildings

Elmira, NEW YORK - Ban on smoke and other deleterious fumes that
cross property lines onto the property of another. Fines are $250 for a
second offence or a jail term. Besban in the country!

Marion, IOWA -prohibits new outdoor woodburning boilers within city
limits and to regulate existing setups. All existing boilers must be

registered by Jan. 1; have smokestacks two feet higher than any residential
roof within 300 feet of the system; and be removed when the property
changes hands.

CONNECTICUT - Avon, Granby, Tolland, Hebron, Woodbridge, South
Windsor, Portland, Norfolk, Ridgefield, Haddam, Cheshire, West
Hartford, Hamden, North Haven and New Fairfield i 15 towns have
bannedoutdoor wood furnaces in order to protect the health and property
values of their citizens.

Inver Grove Heights, MINNESOTA - Nov. 15, 201G council bans all
OWBs. All OWBs must be removed from properties by Oct. 01, 2011.

The STATE of WASHINGTON - haslaws to address neighbor's wood

smoke. According to the Puget Sound C
excessive smoke is not only unneighbo
regul ations, smoke from a person6s chi

opacity for six conseative minutes. Greater smoke densities could result in
fines from air pollution control officials. It is always illegal to smoke out
your neighbor. Everyone has a right to breathe clean air. If smoke from
your fire is affecting your neighbors, it is consi@red a nuisance and
subject to enforcement action. o

=S — 0
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SalmonArm, BRITISH COLUMBIA - No person shall install an Outdoor
Solid-Fuel Combustion Appliance in or about any premises.

Huron East, ONTARIO - Bylaw passed all new OWB's to have minimum
setbackallowances and lot sizes. A great improvement over what they had
beforei nothing.

Nappanee- Bans Outdoor Wood Furnaces

Twinsburg, OHIO - Council voted 7 -0 in favor of adding outdoor
wood -burning furnaces or boilers to a list of items that are restricted

Marion County, INDIANA z OWBs ban.
Evansville, INDIANA z OWB ban.

Long Beach, INDIANAZ OWB ban.
City of LaPorte, INDIANA z OWB ban.

Michigan City, INDIANA z OWB ban.
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JOIN OURNEW NETWORK

Our causehas gained great momentum, with more people joining the
anti-wood smoke efforts weekly. Our focus now is to help everyone
connect with others near us natiorwide in the US and Canada.

We must unite in pressuring our municipalities and governments
toward wood smoke regulationsas soon as possible.

Therefore, | am looking for Volunteer Wood Smoke Coordinatorsin
EVERY STATE & PROVINCE to field and manage wood smoke
complaints and issues in their own state or province.

The goal is to share informationnation-wide and to focus on wood
smoke regulation.

I think ités safe to say that a
issues with wood smoke.

If you are willing to give your nameand email addressso we can form a
visible network please emaiEhirley or Julie.

Perhaps you would be willing to help with letter writing, flyer passing,
etc. No money is required, just a willingness to be someone others can
contactfor support or more involvement.

Contact Julie at info@takebacktheair.comif you would like your name

to appear on our state/provincéewi de contacts page or
become your staepr ®osemptratvi nee® 6tso icoo

within your state or province.
who else is fighting wood smoke in your area and if you want concrete
suggestions on how to get results.

nyone

Cont a

—_ ) =—h
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Network RepresentativeList

(Blank lines are yet to be filled)

Alberta

cleanairmattersinalberta@gmail.com

Cathy

BC

vmorell@telus.net

Vicki

Manitoba

New
Brunswick

Newfoundlandg

Nova Scotia

Ontario

s.brandie@sympatico.ca

Shirley

Prince Edwarg
Island

Quebec

giulia.dalesio@hotmail.com

Giulia

Saskatchewar

Alabama

Alaska

Arizona

Arkansas

California

dervissdesign@verizon.net

Michelle

Colorado

ithomsen@yahoo.com

lan

Connecticut

Delaware

Florida

sfmada@aol.com

Sherri

Georgia

Hawaii

admin@mcsamerica.org

Sal

Idaho

lllinois

dirtyaviston@ymail.com

Dirty
Aviston

Indiana

cleanairlaporte2@gmail.com

Jim
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lowa mhhensel@earthlink.net Harold

Kansas

Kentucky

Louisiana

Maine egrolimund@msn.com Ernest

Maryland

Massachusett| s.brandie@sympatico.ca Shirley

Michigan redNO2sky@freedomofair.info Tom

Minnesota mellum.julie@gmail.com Julie

Missouri

Montana

Nebraska karenfillman@neb.rr.com Karen

ramonaelizabeth@neb.rr.com Ramona

Nevada

New gefrich@comcast.net George

Hampshire

New Jersey 1bc2r@optonline.net Diane

New Mexico

New York bjlich@live.com Clean Air
Rights for
Everyone

North

Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

Oregon info@takebacktheair.com Julie

Pennsylvania | kssb2@comcast.net Karen

Rhode Island | rifca08@yahoo.com Rhode
Island

South



mailto:mhhensel@earthlink.net
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:redNO2sky@freedomofair.info
mailto:mellum.julie@gmail.com
mailto:karenfillman@neb.rr.com
mailto:ramonaelizabeth@neb.rr.com
mailto:gefrich@comcast.net
mailto:1bc2r@optonline.net
mailto:bjlich@live.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
mailto:kss52@comcast.net
mailto:rifca08@yahoo.com

21 H

Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee | s:brandie@sympatico.ca Shirley
Texas

Utah

Vermont biomass.greenwash@gmail.com Josh
Virginia

Washington | NeedCleanAir@Rocketmail.com L. Kunish
West Virginia

wisconsin wkwsan@hotmail.com Linda

Wyoming
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Volunteer List

Please feel free to contact any of the below names by email
To add your name & email address to help others contaane, as well.

Sherri Myers Pensacola, Florida sfmada@aol.com
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Steps to Succwmmsgsmbker f i gh
oppressionof all kinds

WOOD SMOKE-Talking Points

WOOD SMOKE VI OLATES YOUR PROPER’
use and enjoy your property smelkee. This should be your

MAI N FOCUS. The smoke shoul dnoif
others. This nuisance ordinance precedent is established and to

some degree enforcediimira, NY. Ask the secretary at this

number to please email you a copy of their ordinance, which states
that smoke and other noxious and deleterious fumes that pass onto
the property of others is punishable by $250 (for the second

offense) or a jail tem. It is not online, so you must request a copy.

This law has been on the books for many years, as it was in much

of New York until new ordinances were written to allow for more
recreational wood burning.

PHONE: 6077375654 EIl mi r a6 s cwiltngtoatt or ne
discuss their law.

1. NEVER GIVE UP!

2. IN PLEADING YOUR CASE, STRESS THAT:
A WOODSMOKE |I'S MORE THAN A NUI
SEVERE PUBLI C HEALTH HAZARDO.
soot in wood smoke and vehicle exhaust is A PROVEN
CAUSE OF PREMATURE DEATHN PEOPLE OF ALL
AGES from asthma attacks and heart attacks. Kids are the
most vulnerable.

TY
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3. THERE IS NO SAFE LEVEL OF WOOD SMOKE; itis

"

i mplicated in asthma attacks
stoves may cause cancer, hear
07,2011).

http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/02/07/weskbves
causecancerheartdisease

Burners are taking your full enjoyment of your propérty
youmustfighf or your familyobés heal't
CONTACT A LAWYER WHO CAN READ THE
ACOMMON L AW DOGNITRE HARMS TEST,
which deals with what it would cost you to sell your home at
a loss, versus what it would cost the person with the wood
burner to keat with somethingels&ven i1 f you don
attorney, this is a valuable negotiating tool.

You may have to sell your property at a steep discount,
because you would have to disclose the frequent presence of
wood smoke as a dldeffacteanotherl f ac
buyerds use and enjoyment of
the buying pool to begin with. If it sells at all, it would
possibly sell for maybe 280% less than comparable
properties that are not impacted by wood smoke. Just like
homesnear freeways and busy streets historically sell for
considerably less due to pollution.

Never settle for nraising the
setbacko, or you | ose. The sm
disappear and whirl around in gusts, als/ajfecting
someone el sebs property and t
ALSO DAMAGES CROPS, WATER QUALITY,

LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE.
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http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/02/07/wood-stoves-cause-cancer-heart-disease
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2011/02/07/wood-stoves-cause-cancer-heart-disease

7.

8.

9.

N

TAKE A FEW KEY PHOTOS. Keep it simple. Label
them and indicate where your property is.

PRINT OUT A FACT SHEET ON WOOD SMOK and
give to neighbors and city/town officials. See
WWW.burningissues.org

ALSO PRINT OUT KEY ORDINANCES OF OTHER
COMMUNITIES WITH BANS ON WOOD SMOKE See
www.burningissues.orgnder LEGAL.

10. ARM YOURSELF WITH A FEW KEY ARTICLES

ABOUT WOOD SMOKE AAir poll utant
andwoodour ni ng stoves raise heal
for release, Feb. 5, 2011, Washington, Feb. 5, 2011.

Excerpted fromreport by American Chemical Society,

AOxi dative Stress, DNA Damage
by Ambient Air and Wood Smoke Particulates Matter in
Humanso

11. GET A LETTER FROM A DOCTOR, documenting

12.

how wood smoke is harmidgor will harmd your health. To
ensurehat your message isnoé6t dil
LETTER YOURSELF AND ASK YOUR PHYSICIAN TO

SIGN IT--OR TO PUT IT ON THEIR LETTERHEAD.

Share it with your neighbor and city officials. Doctors may

be reluctant to get Adinvol ved;

wood smok is hazardous, because they have been trained to
prescribe rather than prevent.

FIRST TRY TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE YOURSELF,
in a friendly but persistent manner. Offering to neighbor for

their AHELPO is disarming. E

pay for agas furnace can be less expensive than a lawsuit, or
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http://www.burningissues.org/
http://www.burningissues.org/
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waiting for an ordinance change. A court of law wants to

know you have tried to resolve these issues on your own.
10. Try taking your burning neighbor &ALL CLAIMS
COURT While a judge cannot order the appliameenoved,
they could order the burner to reimburse you for days you
couldnét wuse your property due
or pay your health care costs. Some swades are being won.

11. ALL CITIZENS ARE ENTITLED TO SPEAK AT CITY
COUNCIL AND TOWNSHIP MEETINGS according to law.
Gather other supporters if possible &K PUBLIC
OFFICIALS TO BAN WOOD BURNINGALTOGETHER,
because they violate your property rightsl ame a wel
documented public health hazard

12. WRITE A SIMPLE LETTER TO YOUR MAYOR and
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS before and after speaking at a
township or council meeting. ASK FOR THEIR HELP.

13. HAVE A LAWYER WRITE A SIMPLE LETTER TO

YOUR NEIGHBOROor to a township board, asking for
resolution. A letter should cost less than $125, and it convinces
others you are serious.

14. HIRE AN ATTORNEY WHO HAS EXPERIENCE IN
THIS AREA. COSTS CAN RANGE FROM $5000 and up, but
what is your life worth?



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_claims_court
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_claims_court
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OTHER TIPS:

HOW TO RESPOND TO THE QUESTI ON

TRYI NG TO BAN ALL WOGRth8 URNI NG*

qguestion back on them, acknowledging that it is ultimately their
deci si on., You say, AThe scien
level of wood smoke. Knowing thi you (councilpersons, etc.)
should ask yourself what you want for yourself, for your family

and for your community. The answer for us is clear. The

people elected you to do the right thing for the community. The
right thing is not always the easy tgin 0

SAMPLE NUISANCE ORDINANCE (FROM CLINTON
TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN), TO USE AS A MODEL.

Code of Ordinance€HAPTER 676
Safety, Sanitation and Heal$76.07 AIR POLLUTION.

(a) No person shall create, cause or maintain any nuisance
within the Tavnship by the unreasonable creation of dust,
smoke, flyash or noxious odors, offensive or disturbing to
adjacent property owners and residents of the area.

(b) The determination of whether any activity enumerated in
subsection (a) hereof is a puhbtizisance, and a violation of this
section shall be in the absolute discretion of the Superintendent
of the Building Department of the Township, subject only to
review by the Township Board, upon proper application
therefore made by the alleged violatorhwitfourteen days after
such determination by the Building Department Superintendent.
(Ord. 184. Passeddl-64.)




OTHER USEFUL TIPS

*Wood smoke trespass violates most nuisance ordinances, but the
problem is enforcement. Because a city or county clamhso

have the budget to enforce ordinances, you must convince them of
the importance of doing so and give them the following ideas:

1) Simply by having a no burning/wood smoke ordinance in
place will curtail a lot of burning to begin with. There will be
pressure to conform, even without penalties in some cases.

2) Tickets can be issued by the police or Fire Department

3) Proposetta fispot checkso can be
burning.

*Pass flyers to neighbors, post in libraries, at your town hall (leave
here and there without having to ask permissicand in coffee
shops.

*Email info@talebacktheair.corto connect with others in your
state or in the country who are also fighting OWB smoke or
recreational burning wood smoke.

us



mailto:info@takebacktheair.com

Editorial

July é Hot days ahead! | am hoping that everyone will be able 1
open their windows to let in fresh air without the nauseating sme
andthedangerous toxs of wood smokevafting in the windows.

This may be one of the few months that you have to enjoy fresh
although many people haiwelve months of the year filled with
wood smoke and never have a chance to open their windows.

What kind of a world do we live in where people who pollute a
neighborhood are allowed to get away with it? What kind of may
and council members do we leathat would allow this to go on?

What kind of human being are 8eburner3 And, why
take their stinking habit sor
surrounding properties and homes?

| think | know but would love to hear what the rest of ylouk. |
think your responses would make an interesting page in the nex
newsletter.

Please send me your thoughts on why a neighbor, who has beel
the smoke is getting into your house, continues to release smoki
you.

Your names and email addresdl wot be used so feel free to expre
it in your own words.

Shirley
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In my opinion

Neighbors Who Continue to Burn

One would think that, once confronted abtiie smokethat anyone with
half a conscience would cease burniggdly, that is not the usual outcom

How these people became the way they are is hard to understand. It m
due to their lack of understanding of how the smoke affects others.
Remember that they are not being doused in it. They are sending ieout
chimney and onto you!

It may be a 6control é iIissue and
being that they can control the amount of misery they can inflict upon y
that you are unable to end

| suppose some people might feel sympathy for themzirggthat they are
l ncapable of a normal personods |
minute think that they can be of such an unconscious level that they ca
even see or smell the output of smoke swirling around the neighborhog
| have personajlseen a burner go outside and look up at the smoke pot
out and go back inside and add another load to increase the output. | h
heard a burner laugh at complaiits. have seen a 0di
smoke at a neighborhave seen treated wd®, plywoods and assorted otk
dangerous woods being hauled into a home to be burnt. | have heard s
from hundreds of people dealing with such neighbors.

| have no sympathy left for those that continue to smoke out neighbors

Shirley




Photos andVideos

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince
that only a ban on smoke release will change this!

Click here for videos

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here

To have your owmphotolisted, send an email te:brandie@sympatico.ca



http://woodburnersmoke.net/other_photos.htm
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca

