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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@hotmail.com to be added to the mailing list. 

   

 

                                 Volume 3, Issue 8 
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                     Editor :  Shirley Brandie   

                    Co - Editor: Julie Mellum  

 

 

Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

  
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

Fighting Wood Smoke 
Pollution from the 

Grassroots to Government 
Level 

 

mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:s.brandie@hotmail.com
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
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Please note that there will be no September ne wsletter.  
 
 
 
Most of you know that we obtained a temporary court injunction in May of 
2005. After many delays we are finally going to get our case to trial.  
 
This trial is for the permanent injunction and co sts for repairs to our home.  
 
This is an important time for not only us but for all of you who are l iving the 
nightmare that we lived.  
 
It is a time that needs to be spent totally on the court case.  
 
As soon as the judge issues his decision, which might be a couple of weeks 
after trial, I will send out an email to all of you.  
 
Take care and enjoy the rest of your summer é..  
 
 

Shirley 
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LONG -AWAITED OPPORTUNITY !!! 

 
A òMUST DOó OPPORTUNITY!  
 
 

This is a chance weõve been waiting for. The EPA has opened a site to share 
wood smoke information and thoughts: http://blog.epa.gov/woodsmoke/.  
They acknowledge that wood smoke issues are increasing and invite us to 
suggest ways to reduce wood smoke. Even though it discusses EPA Certified 
Wood Stoves and the òBurn Smartó program, this is a chance for us to make a 
strong statement against wood burning of any kind because all burning creates 
hazardous pollution. EPA certified units will result in more smoke if people 
buy them who havenõt burned before. They are indeed the òCamel Lightsó of 
the wood burning industry.  
 

1. Please click HERE and scroll down to where you can add comments at 
the bottom. 

2. Keep your comments brief, so they will be read. 

3. Send this site to everyone youõre working with on wood smoke issues, 
urging them to send their thoughts tooñspecifically, òPlease do not 
promote EPA certified wood stoves or any other burning, because all 
burning causes serious pollution.ó  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://blog.epa.gov/woodsmoke/
http://blog.epa.gov/woodsmoke/2011/06/uncategorized/recent-study-finds-hepa-filters-reduce-particle-pollution-by-60/
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Another great opportunity!  

 
According to David Suzukiôs web site, they ñwork with government, 

business and individuals to conserve our environment by providing science-

based education, advocacy and policy work, and acting as a catalyst for the 

social change that today's situation demands.ò 

 

This would be a good time for each of us to email and question why nothing 

has been done to help those of us that are suffering from residential wood 

smoke. 

 

I think it is important that you describe the conditions that you are forced to 

live with and how wood smoke has affected your health, the health of your 

family and the restrictions that wood smoke has put on your life. 

 

Please be sure to let him know what you have done to try to get help and that 

your pleas have fallen on deaf ears. 

 

If we can get each and every one of you to email to him we have an 

excellent chance now to be heard. Remember: the loudest wheel gets oiled 

first! 

 

PLEASE make this effort for all of us! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/about/
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/about/contact/
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Sparks are flying over fire pits 

While the summer like temperatures heat up and fireflies flit about in backyards, we also 

see the destructive sparks and smoke from woodburning fire pits, fire rings, fire bowls, 

chimineas, outdoor fireplaces and backyard bonfires permeating the neighbourhood air. 

Acrid, toxic woodsmokefilled air invades and assaults the lungs, home and property of 

urban residents who do not want woodsmoke destroying their health, quality of life and 

harming the environment. 

Woodburning barbecues, wood food smokers, woodburning ovens and all outdoor open 

air burning has a negative impact on the very young, those with compromised immune 

systems, and the fragile elderly. Breathing fine particulate matter (PM 2.5) goes deeply 

into the lungs causing irreparable damage. Cancer, asthma, stroke, cardiovascular, 

COPD, cardiopulmonary, respiratory and other diseases are associated with woodsmoke. 

When summer heats up, we enjoy being outside, but city residents are being denied the 

right to breathe healthy air woodsmoke-free, enjoy their property, yard and deck, all due 

to residential open air burning and community leaders that condone, enable and support 

woodburning. 

Woodburning is not green, clean or healthy in any environment. 

Woodsmoke from all woodburning devices can be an immediate threat to health, or have 

long-term effects. Woodsmoke's toxic cancer-causing chemicals are worse for our health 

than tobacco smoke. Tobacco smoke is a public health issue and has been banned almost 

everywhere. Awareness of the grave danger of second hand and thirdhand tobacco smoke 

has prompted community leaders in many cities throughout our nation to ban the use of 

tobacco in many outdoor venues such as walking/hiking trails, parks, play grounds for 

children, swimming areas and outdoor sports fields. This wise pro-active action protects 

the health and safety of everyone. Yet woodsmoke from outdoor open air burning devices 

pose an even greater threat to our immediate health than tobacco smoke. 

Woodsmoke is a public health issue that must be addressed in every Canadian 

municipality. 

Sparks and destructive woodsmoke will continue to fly and burn unless you take pro-

active action to say No to Woodburning in your community. 

Remind the elected leaders in your city that woodsmoke is a public and private nuisance. 

Demand that bylaws be adopted to prohibit all outdoor open air burning. Speak up for 

your right to breathe healthy air -- woodsmokefree. 

Linda Baker Beaudin Cornwall 
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Open burn ban issued in London, Ontario Canada 

 
Excerpt: 

 

This ban, starting Saturday, will continue until further notice from 

the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

"People think they can ignore the ban, but they should take it very 

seriously.... There will be no ifs, ands or buts with this ban," Carew 

warned. 

 
 
http://www.lfpress.com/news/london/2011/07/16/18430051.html  

 

 

 

 

 
This would be a great opportunity to express your opinions on wood 

burning! Letters to the editor can be sent here: 

http://www.lfpress.com/comment/letters/  

 

Shirley 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lfpress.com/news/london/2011/07/16/18430051.html
http://www.lfpress.com/comment/letters/
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How an OWB became an IWB 
 

As incredible as it seems, there are people that will go to any extent to 

continue to burn and pollute all around them as demonstrated by this fellow 

in Byron, Michigan. 

 

After conceding to an order, the fellow built a garage around the OWB, 

therefore successfully turning into an IWB that produces the same copious 

amount of smoke! 

 

Shame on the municipality that allows the same amount of smoke to be 

released as long as the appliance is hidden.  There are, believe it or not, two 

chimneys going at this residence! 
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There are people that thought a shut-down order would finally end the 

nightmare but, instead, they are now faced with double the smoke from a 

neighbor with his back up and the unrelenting smoke that has caused great 

distress as witnessed below: 
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It is high time that municipalities protect their residents from wood smoke 

and not leave it to the victims of the smoke to pursue lengthy and expensive 

legal action.  

 

A municipality should be taking the health of their residents seriously and 

take action to create or amend a bylaw to end this very dangerous smoke 

invasion. 
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Newsworthy Links  

June 19, 2011 - One person's back-yard burn is others' baneé. 

Excerpt: It's a beautiful summer evening. I'm enjoying dinner on our front 

porch when suddenly the wind shifts, and I smell smoke.  

----------- 

June 27, 2011 ï Lawmakers should defyé.  

 
Excerpt: Governors and legislators take oaths to protect life, health, safety 

and welfare and obey the laws. 

 
------------ 

May 16, 2011 -  The chemical, isocyanic acid, is similar to methyl 

isocyanate ð the gas that leaked from a pesticide plant in Bhopal, India, in 

1984 killing more than 3,000 people within weeksé.. 

Excerpt: In the human body, isocyanic acid dissolves to form cyanate ions 

and the researchers found that the acid was very soluble at the pH level of 

human blood. This means it could potentially enter the bloodstream, de 

Gouw said. 

------------ 

July 03, 2011 - You must take action NOW if you want to survive and end 

the horrors of woodsmoke emissions (PM2.5), If you do nothing, you and 

your family will become even more ill, and die prematurely. Now is the time 

for you to end woodsmoke......... please click here for some excellent 

suggestions. 

------------ 

July 03, 2011 -  Timothy Lethbridge blogspot has an article on the growing 

problem of wood smoke in many Canadian communities.   

  

 

 

http://www.startribune.com/opinion/otherviews/124109794.html
http://www.onlinesentinel.com/opinion/letters/lawmakers-should-defy-governor-on-wood-smoke_2011-06-26.html
http://cires.colorado.edu/news/press/2011/smoke.html
http://cires.colorado.edu/news/press/2011/smoke.html
http://cires.colorado.edu/news/press/2011/smoke.html
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/2011/07/comment-sent-to-bha-website.html
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/2011/07/comment-sent-to-bha-website.html
http://tims-ideas.blogspot.com/
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Dan Stih  

Certified Microbial Consultant (CMC)  

Certified Indoor Environmental 

Consultant (CIEC) 

President, Healthy Living Spaces LLC  

 

Our homes and offices may be 
clean, but are they safe? Armed with 
aerosol sprays and bleach, we wage 
war against germs and household 
dirt, but at what cost? 

Dan has written a book,ò Healthy 

Living Spacesò, filled with 

information, which can be purchased 

online. 

Excerpt: 

 

 

 

The smoke and the dust from wildfires is unhealthy to breathe. The effects 

of smoke range from eye and respiratory tract irritation to more serious 

disorders, including reduced lung function, bronchitis, exacerbation of 

asthma, and premature death. Studies have found that fine particles are 

linked with increased mortality and aggravation of pre-existing respiratory 

and cardiovascular disease (Wildfire Smoke a Guide for Public Health 

Officials, Revised July 2008). 

Contact Dan at: dan@healthylivingspaces.com  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://hlspaces.com/
http://www.hlspaces.com/HLSBook1.htm
http://www.hlspaces.com/HLSBook1.htm
mailto:dan@healthylivingspaces.com
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Indoor Wood Smoke Pollution 
                         A Review of Historical and Current Concerns  

Alan  Smith 

          

Historical records relating to the health impact of air pollution are valuable because in 

simpler times, before the automobile and big polluting industries, residential wood and 

later coal burning was the only significant source of pollution. As early as the 13
th
 

century it was recognized that urban smoke could cause the diseases that today we 

associate with cigarette smoking. However it was not until the 17
th
 century that indoor air 

pollution was recognized as being distinct from outdoor air pollution.   

In the days when everything in a home was naturalðfrom the building materials and the 

furniture to the cleaning products it may be difficult to believe that there could be a 

problem. However, John Evelyn, writing in 1661, explains that it is the fumes from a 

fireplace that are causing families,that spend time by the fire, to develop respiratory 

diseases.  

  

He also noted that Towne smoake, as he puts it, causes lung cancer and respiratory 

problems and remarkably realized that the combined effect of living in a smoky area and 

spending time by the fire resulted in a marked reduction in life expectancy. 

Today ñhealthyò homes are being built, at considerable expense, using natural materials 

that do not outgas dangerous chemicals, then negating the health benefits by installing the 

most significant source of dangerous chemicals in a home ï a wood burning stove or 

fireplace.  Remarkably, one of the selling features of todayôs wood burning appliances is 

that they give a home that traditional smell of stale smoke and powerful carcinogens. It is 

no surprise that some people like the smell of wood smoke as several of the powerful 

carcinogens, such as benzene and the polycyclic compounds belong to what is aptly 

called the aromatic family of chemicals. Aromatic compounds are only one of the 

concerns ï fine particulates, mutagens, co-carcinogens and a range of poisonous 

compounds can also be identified.  Adding to the health implications are free radicals 

which are not identified by routine chemical analysis. Free radicals are highly reactive 

and damage DNA and any body tissue they contact. 

 

 An alternative to using chemical analysis to identify the health implications of sharing a 

home with a wood burning stove or fireplace is to monitor the incidence of respiratory 

problems among children. In the U.S., for example two thirds of the children who share a 

home with a wood stove have respiratory problems that can be related to exposure to 

wood combustion products.  However, as with chemical analysis, this technique fails to 

identify the full implications of exposing children to smoke.  British researchers find that 

children exposed to smoke before the age of four may experience no ill effects at the time 

but develop respiratory problems later in life.  The Canadian Lung Association explains 

that exposure to smoke impairs the development of childrenôs lungs. 

 

 

 




